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Dear Members
The year kicked-off with some great social gatherings including the Season Opener
and the Young Members night.  Bookings opened early and the snow started falling
during the May work parties. The best skiing and riding was in late July when powder
turns could be had out the doors of our lodges.  August felt more like spring than
peak winter with warm stable weather rather than the usual storms. Although the
mountains worked hard to hold it all together with snow-making, a slow decline in the
base and a 70mm rain event brought the season to a somewhat bedraggled early
close. 

Committee
The Committee met monthly through the year using a hybrid format which allowed
people to ‘dial in’ or attend in person. Monthly meetings deal with the day to day
running of the Club and the annual strategy planning day in October considers new
memberships and other initiatives. 

Pep Effeney joined the Committee in June to assist with Buller Management and
Dennis Regoni resigned in July.  Dennis had been on the Committee for four years and
had also helped out with the Buller lodge for many years prior, and we thank him for
his contribution to the Club. Separately, Fiona Hellier has decided not to stand for re-
election in 2025, including her role running the Falls Creek lodge and I am going to
conclude my term as President at the AGM in March 2025, after 5 years in the role. 

President’s
Report
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Social
There were a number of successful functions through the year including the
President’s Lunch pictured above which recognises Members of 40 years or more of
membership.  The Pre-Season Social, Young Members night and the Sunday Session   
were all well attended and will be repeated in 2025. 
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The Committee is always looking for new and enthusiastic members, particularly if
you have an interest in marketing, IT, Falls Creek, or a strategic sub-committee. If you
are interested in helping, just reach out to Mim and we will get in touch. 
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Racing
Club Race Weekend at Buller was successfully held on the second weekend in August.
All events were run on Saturday which helped increase participation, particularly in the
bumps and jumps events in the afternoon. There was a spectacular Paris Olympics
themed dinner on Saturday night and it was great to see a number of new families with
younger kids racing.  Racing is open to everyone and no experience is necesary to
participate.   It’s also part of the Club’s DNA with a large number of named perpetual
trophies, some of which date back to the 1930's and the origins of the Club.   Trophies
are awarded at the Annual Sunday Session. 

The Hoppet at Falls Creek, which doubles as the Club’s cross country race event, was
unfortunately cancelled again this year. We may need to stage a Club event in 2025 so
the cross-country trophies can be awarded.

Trophy Winners 2024



Lodges
The lodges ran beautifully over the season with the help of party leaders and our
dedicated resident lodge managers.   I’d like to again thank Liz White at Falls Creek
and Sally (and Cha) Rodden at Buller. 

The three lodges are the foundation of our Club and we continue to need to
maintain and update them. To this end over summer 2024-25 there will be some
minor work to improve the liveability of Flat 2 at Falls Creek as well as recladding the
remaining three sides of the Hotham Lodge. The latter includes adding new
membranes and foil-board insulation which will dramatically reduce maintenance
requirements as well as improve the thermal efficiency of the lodge and its fire
rating.
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Thankyou!     
I’d like to thank all those who’ve contributed to the Club over the year. In particularly,
our booking officer Mim for her tireless management of bookings, Clubman and
general admin; Mike for creating and managing the back end of all our IT systems; all
the lodge managers who keep our lodges open and functioning; Mel who is still with
us after  many years and continues to prepare the financial statements in this Annual
Report as well as pay the bills; Rob our esteemed race director who has to chase
down all the silverware discussed above, as well as running an excellent race
weekend; all our party leaders who kept everyone on their toes for the season; the
Committee and their partners who do the lion’s share of voluntary work for the Club;
and many more individual efforts from everyone who makes USC the great club that
it is today. 

All the best for 2025! 

David Cleland 
President 
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The Committee presents its Report on the Company for the year ended 31 December
2024. 

Directors & Officers 
 
The following persons were Directors of the Company during the whole of the
financial year and up to the date of this Report: 

C Macpherson             J Barnesby               A Adams 
S McSweeney               D Cleland                R Walker 
F Koch                            K Abel                      N Economos 
F Hellier                          M Forbes                D McNiel 

During the year Pep Effeney was appointed as a director of USC on 11 June 2024 and
Dennis Rigoni resigned as a director effective 23 July 2024.  
 
The qualifications and responsibilities of the Directors in office are: 

Directors’
Report
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Directors Meetings
 
The number of meetings of the committee and the number of meetings attended by
each of the directors during the financial year are: 

Principal Activities 
The principal continuing activities of the Club are to organise and promote the sport
of snow skiing for the benefit of Club members.  

Results 
The net result of the Club's activities was a Profit of $29,319 (2023 Profit $25,865).
There is no Income Tax applicable. 
 
Review of Operations 
The Club maintains insurance coverage for its Buildings and Contents, albeit that
insurance premiums have increased substantially. There are few Insurers offering
coverage for alpine facilities in Australia.  

The Profit from activities was $29,319 which included expensing of $156,211 in
depreciation (2023 Depreciation $149,467) 

Significant Changes in the state of affairs 
The trial of the off-mountain lodge at Porepunkah ceased in May 2024. There was
insufficient membership interest to continue the lodge. 
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Site Leases 
 
As at 31 December 2024, Site lease details for each site in Australia are as follows:

Matters Subsequent to the end of the Financial Year 

At the date of this report there were no matters subsequent to the end of the Club’s
financial year being 31 December 2024.  
 
Insurance of Officers 
 
During the financial year, the Company paid a premium to insure the Directors and
Officers of the Company. In accordance with the confidentiality conditions of the
Policy, we are unable to disclose the nature of the liabilities covered, nor the
premium paid. 
 
Directors' Benefits 
 
Since 31 December 2024 no Director of the Company has received or become entitled
to receive a benefit.  
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Audit Report 
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AGM Minutes
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UNIVERSITY SKI CLUB 

Minutes of 95th Annual General Meeting 

ABN 33 004 276 260 

 
Page 1 of 4 

Held at South Yarra Tennis Club
at 7.00pm on Tuesday 26th March 2024 
Present 

David Cleland (Chair)
Andrew Adams 
Kate Abel 
Dave McNeil 
Andrea Macdonald
Woody Macpherson
Julia Trenchard-Smith
Peter Graham 
Ian McCutchan 
Gudren Gawantka
Adrienne Skarbek 

Felicity Koch
Ken Donovam
Mackinley Barnesby
Dennis Rigoni
Robert Lofven
Lachlan Oliver
Tony Rogers
Holly Graham
Margaret McNeil
Helen Kelsall 

Judy Barnesby 
Rob Walker 
Nick Economos
Andrea Broad 
Chris Macpherson
Steve McSweeney
Katherine Anderson
Sandra Clayton 
Lisa Osborn 
Ros Kelsall 

Apologies: 

Maureen Schuyt 
Robyn Cleland 
Graham Mulhall 
Rick Hargraves 
Annabel Richards 
John Brumley 
Robyn Bainbridge 
Kirsty Cleland 

Graeme Scott 
Michael Rush 
Michael Barr 
Gwyn Williams 
Roger Richards 
Melissa Parsons 
Roly Ball 
John Lockie 

Fiona Hellier 
Ian Hunt 
Robyn Wood 
David Stamp 
Marg Brumley 
Helen Bainbridge 
Peter Whitworth 
Penny Rogers 

Acknowledgement of Country 

1. Start of meeting 

There being a quorum of members present, the Chairman declared the meeting open at 
7:00pm. 
Minutes 

The minutes of the 94th AGM held at Royal South Yarra Tennis Club (RSYTC) 7.00pm on 
Tuesday 28th March 2023 were confirmed. 

2. 

Moved: 
Seconded: 

Rob Walker 
Julia Trenchard-Smith 

Motion passed 

Matters Arising: None 
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3. 

4. 

5. 

President’s Report

The President presented a report for the year noting: 

• 
• 
• 

Refer to the Annual Report 
Presidents Lunch ran again in 2024 and will now be an annual event 
David provided an overview of current membership – 741 of all classes with 542 
full members 
Application process is now fully on-line (waitlist of over 200 people) 
Large number of offers this year with a focus on admission of members children. 
USC is a family club with many generations now maintaining membership of USC 
2011 introduced provisional members as a stepping stone to full membership 
and ability to increase utilisation during low bookings periods (aimed at lifting 
utilisation of lodges) 
Associate membership is for long term (25 year plus) and over age 70 
Overview provided of all forms of membership 
Encouragement for young members to step forward to become future committee 
members 
Thankyou to Miriam Page, Melissa Parsons, Lodge Managers and Committee 
members 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer’s Report provided by Andrew Adams: 

Notes from Annual Report: 
Acknowledged the work of Melissa Parsons, David Cleland, Miriam Page and the 
Committee 
Surplus of $25,865 for 2023 season 
Poor snow season impacted on lodge income particularly from Mt Buller 
Cash at end of year $736K 
Lease at Mt Buller expires 31/10/2026 and renewal process has started 
Renovation of Falls Creek bathrooms currently underway $346K 
Cash reserves on basis of meeting base cost for 2 seasons 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Formal Resolutions 

a. Adoption of 2023 Accounts 

The Financial Statements presented in the 2023 Annual Report be adopted by this 
meeting on a show of hands. 

Proposed: 
Seconded: 
Motion Carried 

Andrew Adams 
Rob Walker 
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b. Confirmation of Auditor 
That Mr WJ Griffin of APL FINANCIAL Pty Ltd confirmed as Auditor of the Club on a
show of hands. 

Proposed: 
Seconded: 
Motion Carried 

David Cleland 
Andrea MacDonald 

c. 2025 Annual Subscriptions 

Motion 

1. That Annual Subscriptions for 2025 increase by 5% to $399 for Members and 
$199.50 for Associate, Provisional and Junior Members (under 26) from 1 January
2025 

2. The Entrance Fee increase by 5% to $3465 from 1 January 2025 

Proposer: 
Seconded: 
Motion Carried 

Dennis Rigoni 
Felicity Koch 

d. Election of Office Bearers 

Nominations for President: 
Proposed: 
Seconded: 

David Cleland 
Judy Barnesby 
Rob Walker 

There being no further nominations, David Cleland was declared elected 

Nominations for Treasurer: 
Proposed: 
Seconded: 

Andrew Adams 
Fiona Hellier 
Chris Macpherson 

There being no further nominations, Andrew Adams was declared elected 

Nominations for Secretary: 
Proposed: 
Seconded: 

Judy Barnesby 
Andrew Adams 
Michael Forbes 

There being no further nominations, Judy Barnesby was declared elected 
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6. Other Business 

e. Election of Committee 

The following nominations were received for positions on the committee: 

Nomination Proposer Seconder 

Felicity Koch 
Kate Abel 
Steve McSweeney 
Rob Walker 
Dennis Rigoni 
Fiona Hellier 
Chris Macpherson 
Michael Forbes 
Dave McNeil 
Nick Economos 

Natalie Pitt 
Fiona Hellier 
Dennis Rigoni 
Judy Barnesby 
Chris Macpherson 
Kate Abel 
Andrew Adams 
David Cleland 
Nick Economos 
Rob Walker 

Harriet Koch 
Michael Forbes 
Rob Walker 
Andrew Adams 
Nick Economos 
Judy Barnesby 
David Cleland 
Kate Abel 
Fiona Hellier 
David Cleland 

Committee declared elected 

Strategic Future and Climate Change

Andrew Adams noted that over the past 50 years we have seen a number of resorts closed 
(Mt Donna Buang and Mt Buffalo) 

Recommendation to form a strategic committee to review impact and look at options for the 
future for USC. Andrew provided the meeting with an oversight of current climate trends. 

A strategic sub-committee to look at various options including options to raise capital for a 
future venture. Consideration to be given to scope of work for that committee including 
issues such as cost of skiing. 

It is acknowledged as a complex issue and need to ensure we fully canvass broader 
membership and involve the knowledge and resources we have with the membership. 

Moved by Peter Graham that a Strategic Committee be form to provide a report to the 2025 
AGM. We will circulate a EOI to members seeking expressions of interest. 

Meeting Closed at 7.40 pm 
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Contact Us
03 4442 9000

bookings@usc.com.au

www.usc.com.au
www.clubman/app 


